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Joe Jospe
“Camp Councilor” and Vertical 
Regatta co-ordinator pontificates  
on the political implications of 
this years event.
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LOREM IPSUM DOLOR LIGULA EROS SET...
Malesuada quis, egestas quis, wisi. Donec ac sapien. Ut orci. Duis ultricies, metus a feugiat porttitor, dolor mauris 
convallis est, quis mattis lacus ligula eu augue. Sed facilisis. Morbi lorem mi, tristique vitae.

The Stowe Annual Vertical 
Regatta is truly a unique event. 
First organized about fifteen years 
ago, it has become the pr emiere 
event for the Fireball fleet. Like the 
New Hampshire primary, it has the 
honor and obligation of being the 

first activity of the season. 
Somewhat like that same political 
happening, there is always an 
element of unpredictability, way 
too many candidates to keep track  
of at the outset, and some who just  
don’t show in the end. 

THE 
ÒPRIMARYÓ 

EVENT OF THE 
FIREBALL 
SEASON
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Stephanie Whittaker
Stephanie Whittaker called  while we were just leaving Montreal, to inform us that 

she had just had a little “contr etemps” with the police, and despite her earlier plans she 
would not be able to join us for the festivities. Details wer e sketchy, she spoke in hushed 
clipped sentences and rattled of f a laundry list of other excuses for not attending. It 
seemed clear that she was planning on going into hiding. A short while later we wer e 
astounded to witness the police dragging away some poor handcuf fed scofflaw on the 
Champlain Bridge. We were relieved to see that it wasn’ t Stephanie. 

VOTE

FIREBALLTHE CANDIDATES

Jen Davey 
Jen Davey’s exploits on the mountain at Jay Peak have become legend. Jen 

became the darling of The Burlington Free Press, if not the local mountain r escue 

people, with her impr omptu decision this past December to spend a night stuck in the 
woods. Her advisors, mostly medical, suggested passing up the “V ert” this year. She is 
doing much better .

Mike Nalecz 
Mike Nalecz surprised some by making an appearance for the first time in a while. 

Mike skis well and he really knows how to party . We learned that with just the right 

amount of liquid encouragement, Mike can sing with the best. W e will post a list of his 
international engagements when they become available. His unique vocal stylings ar e 
best listened to while driving

David Johnston
David Johnston, the “r ookie”, participated at the “V ert” for the first, but definitely not  

the last time. David impressed all with more turns per vertical foot than the r est of the 

group…combined. Calculated on the price per tur n ratio David definitely got the the best  
value out of his ski pass of anyone in the group.

Rob Levy 
Rob Levy founded the “Vert” 15 winters ago and has attended every year since. 

Rob’s fragile ego, skiing virtuosity and unique fitness pr ogram make him a skier to 

watch. Rob reputably has an aversion to highly spiced foods.

Peter Kelly & Wendy Herron
Peter Kelly and spouse Wendy have been reliable attendees at the “Vert”. Both take 

great delight in abandoning their normal ski patr oller duties to ski closed trails and out of  

bounds and other danger ous activities like playing with sharp knives.
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Toby Bryant
Toby Bryant loves the thrill of sneaking back and forth acr oss the U.S. border. His 

indecipherable accent and questionable citizenship make him a particular favorite of the 

border officials. A skier of just four years standing, his skills ar e impressive. If he were to 
run in the New Hampshire Primary he would reportedly want to change the state motto 
to “Ski Free-ride or Die”

CONTINUED

THE CANDIDATES

Philip Lawee 
Philip Lawee diligently combined his duty as host with leadership on the mountain. 

As one of the locals, Philip led the group safely through some fine back country skiing. 

He did manage later to get lost in his own house. Jen will be updating him on survival 
and navigation techniques.

Andrew McCrae
Andrew McCrae assumed responsibility for feeding the gr oup on Thursday evening. 

Andrew is truly dedicated to educating us on the finer points of culinary achievement. 

After a full day of skiing, Andrew still had the drive and focus to pr epare another 
outstanding repast.

Tom Egli 
Tom Egli pleaded a sore knee to explain his decision to ski cr oss country rather than  

downhill. We suspect that Tom was looking for mor e exercise than we could of fer, 

clocking over 40 kilometers in two days’ outings. T om, in concert with a few bottles of 
well chosen wine, kept Andr ew focused in the kitchen, and added his own culinary 
expertise to the Asian themed feast. Results were fabulous.

Joe Jospe 
Dubbed “the camp councilor” by one of the Stowe locals, Joe’ s role is to coerce 

attendance, offer a place to sleep, help coor dinate the ski plans, stop at trail 

intersections, test inter esting terrain, count heads, handout kleenex, …“Andr ew, you 
should have thought of that befor e you got in your ski suit”… and eventually write a dr oll 
and incisive report on the action.

NOTE: This photo is 
perfectly crisp and clear,  
it is Tom and Andrew that 
are a little fuzzy

“If our numbers are a little low, 
we will permit those who know 
what a Fireball is to participate..”
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We had an interesting mix of high speed cruising conditions on Thursday 
and 15 centimeters of heavy new snow on Friday

One of  the criteria we have imposed for participation 
at the “Vert”  is previous Fireball experience.  If our 

numbers are a little low, we will permit those who 
know what a Fireball is to participate.  If we are still a 
little  shy, we graciously allow others to join our group 

and ski with us, while we educate them on the joys of 
Fireball sailing.  This year we had the company of a 
couple of Stowe regulars who were treated to                     

trick  questions  like which end of  the boat is  the pointy  end? 
We fully expect  to see our new converts on the water 

this  coming  summer. Incidentally, our Stowe friends 
were very surprised to witness  the very high caliber of 
skiing of  this sailing group.  The local ski boot  fitter, 

trying to keep up with our high speed descent, 
crashed hard,  and was so badly  addled that  he ended 

up giving Rob a big discount on new ski boots!

Groomed trails were the  
order of the first day,  
while the snow made 
skiing the woods and 
the bumps possible on 
day two. The weather 
was surprisingly decent  
throughout; not one 
nostalgic note was 
sounded for the cold of  
previous years.  
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 Tom and Andrew's Culinary 
Master Chef Institute of the 
Art of Slicing and Dicing

(Vermont Campus)

 Registration is now  
open for for the 
spring 2008 session.  
A summer 2008 
program, based on a 
first-come-first 
serve basis, will 
also be offered at 
their northern 
Cartier campus 
(lakeside). Please 
enquire at PCYC 
Fireball Fleet.
 
Sign up early to 
avoid 
disappointment!!!

MASTER CHEFTHE FEAST
Notably  absent from the ski photos 

are Tom and Andrew, who spent  a lot of 

time seeing how many chilies they could 
slip into Robert's  food before he would 
explode.  Robert survived and needless to 

say the rest of us all thought  the Asian 
inspired meal was fabulous. Andrew had 
decided to make Thai food the theme of 
the evening. The sauces were truly 

extraordinary, and my sources report that 
Andrew spent many hours at home getting 

them just right.  Philip’s kitchen  looked like 
a hurricane had hit it,  but  the hors 

d’oeuvres, soup,  main course of duck, and 
dessert were received with critical  acclaim. 
The twelve bottles  of wine may have 

helped too.  A fine time was had by all, with 
the notable  exception  of  the ducks.  Peter’s 
theory is that  Robert  survived the chilies by 
drinking  7 or 8 of  the 12 or so bottles  and 

Mike Nalecz had the rest.  Both Mike and 
Rob vehemently deny that they had no 
help.

The Fireball world ignores 
Democratic or Republican 
affiliation, particularly 
among the non-Americans 
attending this year’s event.  
The “Vert” has no losing 
candidates.  

THE RESULTS OF THE 
PRIMARY?


